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 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

Site Address 
Ribble Valley Country and Leisure Park, Paythorne, Clitheroe, BB7 
4JD 

Grid Reference SD82665167 
Approximate Site Area 6.7 ha 

Current Site Use  

 
The site comprises two improved grassland fields separated by a 
treeline and bordered by woodland belts. 
 

Designated Sites within Zone of 
Influence 

Three BHS are located within 1 km of the site. No significant impacts are 
anticipated on either site as a result of the current proposals.   

Survey Results 

The site was found to comprise common and widespread habitats of 
improved grassland, broadleaved woodland and treelines. The site was 
found to have value for the following notable species groups: 

• Bats (Foraging, commuting, and roosting) 

• Breeding birds 

• Badger 

• Hedgehog 

Recommendations for Mitigation 

• An updated survey for badger should be undertaken immediately 
prior to works commencing. Mitigation for badger has been 
detailed. 

• Further surveys on trees to be removed for bat roosting potential if 
required.  

• Nesting bird checks prior to any vegetation removal.  

• Maintain 15 m buffer from offsite Ancient Woodland habitat.  

• ECoW supervision of installation of PTP unit within 15 m for 
woodland at south east of the site. 
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3: SURVEY RESULTS  

 

 

1 INTRODUCTION 

 
1.0 SCOPE & PURPOSE 

 

1.1.1. Collington Winter Environmental Ltd was commissioned by Park Leisure to undertake a Preliminary Ecological 
Appraisal at Ribble Valley Country and Leisure Park. This report has been prepared to support a planning 
application at the site and is intended to provide baseline ecological information to inform further survey or 
mitigation as required. 

 

1.1.2. The author of this report is Olivia Collington BSc (Hons), MIEnvSc, CEnv. Director and Principal Ecologist at 
Collington Winter Environmental Ltd. Olivia is a Charted Environmentalist with over seven years professional 
experience undertaking Ecological Appraisals and providing advice on a variety of schemes.  

 
1.1. LOCATION 

 

1.1.3. The planning application red edge site boundary extends to 41.5 ha as defined on the Site Location Plan ref. 
4528-100B submitted with the application. This includes 27.5 ha of the existing Holiday Park which is proposed 
to be retained, and 14 Ha to accommodate the proposed extension. The application seeks the change of use of 
the extension land from agriculture to facilitate the expansion of the Holiday Park. There is no physical 
development proposed within the existing Holiday Park as part of this application to the retained site area except 
the improved open space.  The existing Holiday Park benefits from an extant permission for that use. The planning 
application is submitted with the red edge around the entire proposed holiday park to include the proposed open 
space improvements and so that the operational relationship between the existing Holiday Park and the proposed 
extension is clear. The impact of the proposed development is focused in the location of the proposed extension 
(as shown edged red in Figure 1.1 below), and it is for this reason that this report focuses on this part of the site. 

 

Figure 1.1 Site Location 
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1.2. OBJECTIVES 

 

1.1.4. The objectives of the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal are as follows: 

• Identify the major habitats present 

• Ascertain the presence or potential presence of any legally protected or notable species or habitats 

• Identify any mitigation or further survey required and opportunities for strategic wildlife enhancements. 

 
1.3. PROPOSED WORKS 

 

1.1.5. The proposed works comprise the extension of the existing Leisure Park by approximately 62 pitches on the 
land to the south / southeast now controlled by Park Leisure. This responds to an increase in demand at the 
park. 

 

1.1.6. A main access road will facilitate the extension site, and it is anticipated soft landscaping and amenity areas 
will be incorporated into the scheme. The current scheme proposes new tree and hedgerow planting. In 
addition, a significant buffer from the woodland to the south is proposed (50 m) and within this area 
enhancements for biodiversity are proposed which include woodland edge planting, new hedgerow, wildflower 
meadow, SuDS features and scattered trees.  

 

1.1.7. Please refer to Drawing 4528-200 H Ribble Valley Masterplan for sketch details of proposed site layout. 
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2 METHODOLOGY 
 
 

1.2. DESK STUDY 

 

1.2.1. An initial desk-based assessment of the site was undertaken to collate baseline data. The desk study included: 

 

• Obtaining local records of notable species and local designated sites from Lancashire Environmental 

Records Network (LERN) 

• Review of Magic.gov.uk website for details of any designated sites, notable habitats and presence of 
European Protected Species Licences. 

• Review of aerial and OS maps for habitat information, as well as determining locations of potential 
waterbodies to be considered in the assessment.  

• Review of potential habitat links on and off site, to determine the potential zone of influence of the proposed 
development. 

 

1.2.2. A 1 km search area was used for the data search, given the sites ecological connectivity to the wider landscape. 
Records of protected and notable species were obtained, as well as details of any locally designated sites for 
nature conservation. 

 

1.2.3. Please note, a lack of records for a species does not confirm absence. Instead, local surveys may not have been 
undertaken or records not submitted to LERN.  

 
1.3. VEGETATION AND HABITAT ASSESSMENT 

  

1.3.1. An Ecological Appraisal of the site was undertaken by Austin Morley, BSc (Hons), Consultant Ecologist at 
Collington Winter Environmental. The survey was undertaken on 28th May 2021. Weather conditions were dry 
and clear.  

 

1.3.2. The walkover survey was undertaken broadly in line with standard methodology as detailed in “JNCC Handbook 
for Phase 1 Habitat Survey” (2010). The assessment is undertaken with consideration of methodology as per 
“Preliminary Ecological Appraisal” (CIEEM, 2018).  

 

1.3.3. A Phase 1 Habitat Plan has been produced and is presented in the Appendix of this report. The mapping is based 
on the “JNCC Handbook for Phase 1 Habitat Survey” (2010), though adjustments have been made based on 
judgement to demonstrate habitats in a clearer manner, or where standard guidance does not fit the conditions 
found on site.  

 
1.4. PROTECTED AND NOTABLE SPECIES ASSESSMENT 

 

1.4.1. A search for signs of protected and notable species of fauna was undertaken during the site walkover. This 
included both field signs of species, as well as potential for species to be present based on habitat availability.  

 

1.4.2. The searches broadly included the following: 

• Assessment of waterbodies and terrestrial habitats for suitability to support notable amphibians. 

• Searches for field signs of, and habitat suitability for bats. 

• Suitability of habitats to support reptiles, and searches for incidental field signs. 

• Searches for field signs of badger, including setts, mammal paths, snuffle holes, badger hair and latrines to 
indicate activity. 

• Searches of watercourses for signs of water vole and otter, and assessment of habitat availability for the 
species.  

• Assessment of the suitability of the site to support notable bird species and recording any field sightings of 
birds during the walkover. 

• Assessment of the sites ability to support notable invertebrates.  

• Searches for non-native invasive species.  
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2.1. SURVEY LIMITATIONS 

 

2.1.1. This survey does not constitute a full botanical survey. Key species for each habitat type have been identified to 
give a broad representation of habitats present within the site. 

 

2.1.2. It should be noted that whilst every effort has been made to provide a comprehensive description of the site, no 
investigation can ensure the complete characterisation of the natural environment. This survey does not constitute 
a full botanical survey. Plant species may have been under-recorded, unidentifiable or not visible due to a number 
of factors including the time of year the survey was carried out. 

 

2.1.3. The protected species assessment provides a preliminary view of the likelihood of protected species occurring on 
the site. This is based on the suitability of the habitat, known distribution of the species in the local area (provided 
by data searches) and any direct evidence within the survey area. 
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3 SURVEY RESULTS 
 

3.1. SITE CONTEXT WITHIN LOCAL LANDSCAPE 

 

3.1.1. The site is located to the west of Paythorne within a predominantly rural and agricultural landscape. The local 
landscape is typified by agricultural fields bound by hedgerows and treelines.  

 

3.1.2. To the west of the site, a woodland block links the site with the wider landscape, and this is anticipated to be an 
important local commuting feature for wildlife.  

 

3.1.3. To the south east of the site, the River Ribble creates a significant linear commuting feature through the wider 
landscape, and is indirectly connected to the site via the woodland block. 

 

3.1.4. From aerial mapping, it appears two brooks are present to the north and south of the site which connect to the 
River Ribble. These will further enhance the sites connectivity to the local landscape for a variety of terrestrial 
and aquatic wildlife. 

 

3.1.5. The area of woodland bordering the site to the south is classified on Magic.gov.uk as UK Biodiversity Action Plan 
Deciduous Woodland as well as Ancient Woodland habitat. For the purpose of this assessment, it is assumed 
that the woodland continues to meet this habitat criteria 

 
3.2. DESIGNATED SITES 

 
3.2.1. Three Biological Heritage Sites (BHS) are located within the 1 km search area from the sit: 

• Twin Gills BHS located adjacent to the southeast of the site, comprising the woodland area.  

• Bridge Wood and Castle Haugh Pasture BHS. 

• River Ribble from London Road Bridge Preston, in West, to County Boundary, in East BHS. 
 

3.2.2. The site is located within the Impact Risk Zone for New Ing Meadow Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), 
located approximately 4 km west of the site boundary. The SSSI is designated for representing an important 
example of one of the few remaining herb-rich hay meadows typical of this part of Lancashire. It is also located 
within the Forest of Bowland Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

 

3.2.3. The site is also located within the Impact Risk Zone for Pan Beck Fen SSSI, located approximately 4.5 km 
northeast of the site. The SSSI is designated for supporting an outstanding community of fen species.  

 
3.3. HABITATS 

 

3.3.1. Please refer to Drawing 20-135 for the Phase 1 Habitat Map for the site. Photographs of the site are presented in 
Table 3.1. 

 

3.3.2. The majority of the site comprised improved grassland which was dominated by sweet vernal grass 
(Anthoxanthum odoratum), meadow foxtail (Alopecurus pratensis) and Yorkshire fog (Holcus lanatus), with 
meadow buttercup (Ranunculus acris), cuckoo pint (Arum alpinum), common dandelion (Taraxacum officinale), 
white clover (Trifolium repens), soft rush (Juncus effusus) and broad leaved dock (Rumex obtusifolius) also 
occasionally present. 

 

3.3.3. To the northern boundary of the site, a linear broadleaved woodland strip comprised of mature ash (Fraxinus 
excelsior), hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) and goat willow (Salix caprea), follows the banks of a small fast 
flowing stream. The stream was approximately 1.5 m wide with very shallow fast flowing water.  

 

3.3.4. The two improved grassland fields are separated by a barbed wire fence with a mature treeline comprised of 
dominated by hawthorn and ash with common nettle (Urtica dioica) understorey. 

 

3.3.5. Towards the north east of the site, the woodland strip comes away from the stream to form shaded areas 
dominated by grasses and herbs including greater stitchwort (Stellaria holostea), common nettle, bluebell and 
bramble (Rubus fruticosus). 
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3.3.6. To the very north eastern corner of the site an extensive carpet of bluebells was present on the steep bank towards 
the stream. Other species present in this area included greater stitchwort and mature sycamores (Acer 
pseudoplatanus). Spotted flycatchers (Muscicapa striata) were observed breeding in this area.  

 

3.3.7. To the western boundary of the site, a species poor  hedgerow separated the site from the existing Leisure Park. 
The hedgerow was comprised of hawthorn. The hedge was located behind a row of mature ash trees. The 
understorey comprised a mixture of grasses, common nettle and spear thistle (Cirsium vulgare).  

 

 

Table 3.1 Photographs of the Site 

Feature Photograph 

The site was mainly 
comprised two 
improved grassland 
fields.  

 

Woodland belt along 
the northern boundary 
of the site. 
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Fast flowing stream 
located outside of the 
site boundary to the 
north. 

 

Mature hawthorn and 
ash trees making up 
central treeline which 
separates the two 
improved grassland 
fields.  
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3.4. SPECIES 
 

 

BIRDS 

 

3.4.1. Consultation with LERN identified no records of notable bird species within the 1 km search area, however it is 
anticipated a range of species associated with rural agricultural habitats will be present locally.  

 

3.4.2. The site holds value for birds, with the boundary woodland habitats providing high value nesting habitats for the 
species group, as well as the hedgerows present within the site.  

Area of bluebells to the 
north east of the site.  

 

Species poor 
hedgerow which 
defines the western 
boundary of the site.  
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3.4.3.  The site could provide some value for ground nesting birds, however it is anticipated that the field sizes are too 
small and overlooked by the woodland and treelines, which could act as hunting perches for birds of prey, to 
attract significant numbers of ground nesting birds. The survey was undertaken in May, during the breeding bird 
season, and no ground nesting birds were identified within the site.  

 

BATS 

 

3.4.4. Consultation with South Lancashire Bat Group identified a series of records of common pipistrelle (Pipistrellus 

pipistrellus), soprano pistrelle (Pipistrellus pygmaeus) as well as a single record of noctule (Nyctalus noctula) 
and brown long eared bat (Plecotus auratus) within the search area. It is anticipated given the local landscape, 
bats will be present locally and within the site. The site provides suitable foraging and commuting features for 
bats.  

 

3.4.5. A detailed inspection of trees present within the site was not undertaken as part of this survey for roosting 
potential. Many of the trees within the boundary woodland habitats were mature and supported features such as 
crevices or broken limbs which would provide suitable opportunities for crevice dwelling bat species.   

 

3.4.6. The boundary woodland habitats were assessed as being the most important habitats on site for bats, creating 
linear commuting features and linking the site with the wider landscape. In addition, the central mature treeline 
could be used as a north/ south commuting feature for bats.  

 

3.4.7. The majority of the site, being comprised improved grassland, provides limited value for foraging bats, however 
local bats may use the resources.  

 

TERRESTRIAL MAMMALS 
 

3.4.8. Consultation with LERN identified no records of badger located within the 1 km of the site boundary, however 
this could be due to under surveying within the local area. During the walkover survey, no badger setts were 
observed. The site and wider area were deemed suitable for the species and as such it is likely that they will be 
present.  

 

3.4.9. Consultation identified a single record of brown hare (Lepus europaeus) within the search area. The site and 
wider landscape would be suitable for brown hare and the species are anticipated to be present locally. However, 
the site itself provides limited habitats for the species, and higher value habitats are anticipated to be present 
close by.  

 

3.4.10. A single record of European Otter (Lutra lutra) was identified during the data search. The offsite streams could 
have some value for otter as a commuting resource, providing connectivity with the River Ribble. The streams 
were not assessed as being significant for foraging otters, and no holts or potential resting places were identified, 
though a full otter survey was not undertaken.  

 

3.4.11. No records of water vole (Arvicola amphibius) were identified during the data search. The offsite streams lacked 
suitability for water voles, lacking sufficient bank side habitats and marginal vegetation to support the species.  

 

AMPHIBIANS & REPTILES 

 

3.4.12. LERN identified no records of amphibians within the search area. No waterbodies were located within the site, 
or identified on aerial mapping within 250 m of the site boundary. Small numbers of common amphibian such 
as common frog could use the stream habitats offsite, however this was found to be fast flowing and unsuitable 
for amphibian breeding. Notable amphibians are considered absent from the site. 

 

3.4.13. No records of reptiles were identified during consultation with LERN. The site provides negligible value for 
reptiles, lacking structured habitats to support the species group. 
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4 RECOMMENDATIONS AND MITIGATION 

4.1. HABITATS 

4.1.1. The habitats within the site were found to be generally common and widespread. The habitats of highest value 
being the woodland belts to the boundaries of the site, and it is recommended that these are retained and 
protected throughout the development. Current development proposals indicate the full retention of these 
features, and the woodland habitats could be enhanced through the development.  

4.1.2.  The central treeline was also found to have potential value for bats and birds, and this is also to be retained 
and protected through the works. No lighting should be directed at the central treeline or boundary woodland 
habitats.  

4.1.3. The woodland to the south east of the site is identified on Magic.gov.uk as being both deciduous UK BAP 
woodland habitat, as well as Ancient Woodland Habitat. No detailed survey effort has been undertaken as part 
of this assessment to determine if the woodland continues to fit these criteria, and thus the assumption is that it 
does. These habitats are to be retained and protected through the development, and the proposals for holiday 
lodges is not anticipated to have any significant negative impact on the woodland habitat.  

4.1.4   As a precautionary measure, a 50 m buffer is being retained from he woodland in the south eastern corner of the 
site, which is already broadly indicated on the Masterplan. The buffer should extend from the nearest static unit to the 
woodland edge. The buffer will be fenced and appropriately signed during site clearance and construction works. No 
machinery or materials are to be stored within this area.  

4.1.5. No public access should be allowed into the woodland habitats, and defensive planting with scrub could be used 
to deter the public from entering the habitat. 

4.1.6. The 50 m buffer is to be used to enhance the site for biodiversity, with indicative proposals for woodland edge 
planting, new hedgerow, wildflower meadow, wetland planting, scattered trees and balancing ponds within this 
area to help secure a net gain for biodiversity within the site. Please refer to Ribble Valley LS Strategy Rev C 
for the indicative landscaping proposed.  

4.1.7.  All trees and hedgerows to be retained should be appropriately protected throughout proposed works using 
Root Protection Fencing in accordance with BS5837:2012 Trees in Relation to Design, Demolition and 
Construction: Recommendations. 

4.2. DESIGNATED SITES 

4.2.1. Three Biological Heritage Sites are located within 1 km of the site, the closest of which is located adjacent to the 
south-eastern boundary. This area of woodland associated with Twin Gills is to be retained and protected as 
detailed above. All best practice pollution prevention measures should be adhered to in order to ensure no 
adverse impacts on the habitat as a result of the development. 

4.2.2. The site is located within the Impact Risk Zone for two SSSI’s. Magic.gov.uk details that all planning applications 
should consult Natural England within the Risk Zone for potential impacts on the SSSI’s. Given the size and 
nature of the proposals, comprising a caravan park which is of limited density and includes green open space, 
as well as the distance from the designated sites and presence of intervening anthropogenic barriers, it is not 
anticipated that the development will have any negative impact on the designated sites.  

4.3. SPECIES 

BIRDS 

4.3.1. Any vegetation removal is required within the breeding bird season (March – September inclusive), a nesting 
bird check should first be undertaken by a suitably experienced ecologist. If any nests, or nests in construction 
are located, a suitable buffer zone should be maintained until the young have fledged. The vegetation should 
be removed within 48 hours of the nesting bird check. 
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4.3.2. The majority of the key nesting bird habitats within the site, being the woodland blocks, are to be retained and 
protected through development. Therefore, the development consisting of the Holiday Park is not anticipated to 
have a significant negative impact on nesting birds within the site or local area.  

 

4.3.3. It is recommended that any landscaping within the scheme provide fruiting and flowering species to provide 
foraging opportunities for birds within the site. The significant biodiversity enhancements proposed to the south 
of the site will provide new habitats for foraging and nesting birds, and will be anticipated to attract new species 
into the site.  

 

4.3.4. Post development, a series of bird boxes could be installed within the site to provide new nesting opportunities 
for nesting birds. This would enhance the site for the species post development. 

 

BATS 

 

4.3.5. The key habitats for foraging and commuting bats are to be retained and protected through the development, 
which include the woodland blocks and central treeline. Therefore, no further survey with respect to commuting 
or foraging bats is required. 

 

4.3.6. Proposed construction lighting is to follow the protocols outlined in the Institute for Lighting Engineers document 
“Guidance for the Reduction of Obtrusive Lighting” (2005) and BCT’s “Bats and Artificial Lighting in the UK” 
(2018) to minimise disturbance and sky-glow off site. No lighting should be directed at any of the hedgerows or 
woodland blocks within the site. 

 

4.3.7. If any trees are proposed for removal, they should first be subject to a check by a suitably experienced ecologist 
for their bat roosting potential. Further surveys in the form of nocturnal or climbed inspections may be required. 

 

4.3.8. A series of bat boxes should be installed within the site post development to compensate for any loss of roosting 
features and create a higher number of roosting opportunities post development. Bat boxes should be installed 
on trees or within the new buildings. This would enhance the site for the species post development. 

 
 

TERRESTRIAL MAMMALS 
 

4.3.9. The site provides value for brown hare. The proposals will reduce the amount of available grassland habitat for 
the species, however, cover habitats including the woodland will remain. Given the extensive habitats within the 
local area suitable for brown hare, the proposals are not anticipated to have a significant negative impact on the 
species at the local level.  

 

4.3.10. No evidence of badger was identified within the site, however prior to commencement of works a check should 
be made for any mammal burrows on or adjacent to the site. If burrows are detected, an ecologist should be 
instructed to undertake a walkover to determine if they belong to badger. If badger setts are identified, mitigation 
may be required in the form of stand off buffer zones or Natural England Mitigation Licences.  

 

4.3.11. The hedgerow provides value for hedgehog. It is recommended the hedgerows be retained and protected 
throughout, and therefore no negative impacts should befall any hedgehogs present. If any vegetation is to be 
removed, it should first be checked by hand for hedgehogs. If any hedgehogs are located, they should be 
carefully relocated to an area away from harm but within the close vicinity of the site to ensure they remain in 
their home territory.  

 
OTTER 

 

4.3.12. The offsite stream provides potential value for otter, though no signs of the species were identified during the 
survey. At best the feature could be used by otter occasionally commuting.  

 

4.3.13. The stream is located offsite and therefore is to be retained and protected through the works. It is recommended 
that during the construction phase, all best practice pollution prevention guidance is followed to ensure no 
pollution or run off into the watercourse.  
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4.3.14. No lighting is to be directed at the boundary woodland habitats and they are to be maintained as a “dark corridor” 
through the site. 
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5 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 
 
 

4.4. WILDLIFE ENHANCEMENTS 

 

4.4.1. The vision for the proposals at the time of writing was to create an ecologically sensitive holiday park, retaining 
the habitats of highest importance and providing additional habitat enhancements. 

 

4.4.2. The woodland habitats are to be retained, and these could be enhanced by sensitive tree management to create 
more open areas to encourage a more diverse understorey. Additionally, invertebrate houses, hibernacula and 
bird and bat boxes could be installed within these habitats to encourage wildlife further.  

 

4.4.3. The central treeline is to be retained, and this could be enhanced by sensitive tree management and 
supplementary planting with native tree species to create a higher diversity on site.  

 

4.4.4. The proposed development indicates areas of open space to the centre of the site where new tree planting is 
proposed as well as a balancing pond which could be enhanced for wildlife. The treelines and enhanced 
hedgerows through the centre of the site will provide new commuting routes for wildlife and retain connectivity 
through the centre of the site.  

 

4.4.5. To the south of the site, a significant buffer is proposed from the woodland, and this area is to be enhanced for 
wildlife. The new habitats proposed which include wildflower meadow, balancing pond, scattered trees and 
woodland edge planting will protect the ancient woodland as well as enhancing the site for biodiversity.  

 

4.4.6. All planting should be native species of local provenance where possible.  

 
4.5. FURTHER SURVEYS REQUIRED 
 

1.1.1. Please refer to Table 5.1 for a summary of further surveys required.  
 

Survey Timescale 

Nesting Bird Check March – September (Inclusive) 

Updated Badger Walkover Any time of year 

Inspection of trees to be removed (Bats) Any time of year (further surveys May – August) 
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